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NOTES ON IOWA MOSSES. I 
Lucy M. CAVANAGH 
Work on the unidentified Iowa moss material in the herbariurn 
of the State University has brought to light a number of forms 
that are worthy of note. 
This collection of mosses, a small part of which is here re-
ported, is the accumulation of many seasons' work, and nothing 
has been published concerning it excepting Dr. T. E. Savage's list 1 
and the very short lists by Dr. Shimek and the writer 2 published 
in 1915. 
The collection contains several thousand packets taken from all 
parts of the state, and represents chiefly the work of Dr. B. 
Shimek. It has been supplemented in more recent years through 
the field work of the writer, and also contains specimens collected 
by Dr. T. E. Savage, Miss Mary Griffith, and others. 
Additional space in our new quarters has made this material 
more accessible and work on it progresses as time permits. 
Wark on the collection during the past year has brought to light 
fifteen species and one variety new to the state, and representing 
nine farµilies and fourteen genera, one family ( Georgiaceae) and 
four genera (Georgia, Bruchia, Pleuridium and Seligeria) being 
here reported from Iowa for the first time. 
As several thousand specimens remain to be studied, other 
reports will no doubt follow. 
Unless otherwise specified, the material mentioned in these notes 
was collected by the writer. 
SPECIES NOT PREVIOlISLY REPORTED FROM IOWA 
Family Georgiacece (New to Iowa) 
Ge'orgia pellucida (L.) Rabenh. - Fruiting abundantly on shad-
ed sandy slopes. Muscatine Co. Nov. 2, 1927. 
1 Savage, T. E. A Preliminary List of the lVIosses of Iowa. Proc. of the Iowa Acad-
emy of Science, vol. VI, pp. 154-164; 1899. 
2 Shimek, B. The Plant Geography of the Lake Okoboji Region. Bull. from the Labor-
atories of Natural History, State University of Iowa, Vol. VII, No. 2, pp. 27, 42, 
57-58; 1915. 
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Family Polytrichacece 
C atharincea 3 M acmillani Holz. - This was reported as a possi-
ble variety of 
C. amgustata,4 but specimens from near Mason City seem to be 
typical, and quite distinct. On bank in open woods, in young frui:-, 
October 18, 1915. B. Shiniel;;. 
Family Dicranacece 
Bruchia Sullivantii Aust. - Fruiting. vVilcl Cat Den, Musc<tine 
County, May 12, 1899; T. E. Savage. 
Pleuridium subulatum (L.) Rabenh. - Fruiting. Wild Cat Den, 
Muscatine County, May 12, 1899; T. E. Smmge. 
Seligera recurvata Bruch. & Schimp. - In fruit. On limeston~ 
blocks and ledges, Pine Hollow, Dubuque County, May 11, 1901; 
B. Shimek. 
Grout 5 does not include the species of this genus, but refers to 
them as "very minute plants of alpine summits and cool ravines -
so rare that no species have been treated here." 
Family Tortulacem 
Gym.nostomum curvirostre (Ehrh.) Hedw. - In fruit. On sand-
stone ledge at Wyoming Hill, Muscatine County, October 6, 1902, 
and on limestone ledges along the Iowa River east of Alden, 
Hardin County, October 23, 1927; B. Shiniek. 
Gymnostomwm calcaremn var. Winonense II olz. - In fruit. On 
limestone rocks, Bixby Park, Clayton County, September 8, 1928. 
Family Orthotrichacea: 
Ort'hotrichwm Schimperi Hamm. - In fruit. On trunks of trees, 
Clear Lake, June 28, 1899; B. Shimek. 
Orthotrichum pusillum Mitt. - In fruit. On bur oak log, south 
of Iowa City, April 4, 1929. 
Family Aulacomniaaa: 
Aulaconmiuni palustre Schwaegr. - Sterile. In prairie bog near 
Coggon, Linn County, June 21, 1928. 
Family Bartram.iacea? 
Bartramia CEderi (Gunn) Swtz. - In fruit. On wooded bank 
southwest of Lansing, Allamakee County, October 15, 1928. 
3 For the correct form of this name see Holzinger, J. J\I., The Moss Flora of the 
Upper Minnesota River, Minnesota Botanical Studies, Vol. III, Part II, p. 120; 1903. 
4 Cavanagh, Lucy M., Proc. of the Iowa Academy of Science, Vol. XXVIII, p. 224; 
19:22. 
!:S Mosses with Hand-lens and !dicroscope, p. 86; 1903. 
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Philonotis radicalis (P. B.) Brid. - In fruit. Sweetland Creek, 
·m banks, Muscatine County, l\fay 8, 1903; B. Shimcl?. 
Family Bryacea? 
Bryum pendulum (Hon1sch.) Schimp. - In fruit. On rocky 
banks along Buffalo Slough, lVIason City, June 23, 1899, and 
June 17, 1917; B. Shi1nek. 
Mniuni rostratum Schrad. - Sterile. On ground on wooded 
bluff, Mason City, October 18, 1915; B. Shimek. 
Family Hypnacca? 
Climacium dendroides (L.) Web. & Mohr. - Sterile. On wood-
ed bluffs, Mason City, May 9, 1916; B. Shimek. 
Hypnum Crista-castrensis L. - In fruit. Pine Hollow, Dubuque 
County, May 4, ~901; John A. Anderson. Sterile. Pine Hollow, 
May 12, 1901; B. Shimek. 
NOT!tS ON OTHltR SP!tCIF'.S 
The following notes on three species previously known from 
Iowa, will be of interest. 
Pogonatuin brevicaule (Brid.) Beauv. was collected south of 
Kalona, ·washington County, October 7, 1928. The species had 
been collected previously in but two localities, in Henry County by 
T. E. Savage, and in Muscatine County by B. Shimek. Grout 6 
gives the habitat as "bare moist banks of clay or loam where other 
plants have not obtained a foothold." The Washington County 
specimens (like those from Muscatine County) were found, how-
ever, on shaded undisturbed banks among flowering plants and 
other mosses. 
\Vhile the white calyptra makes this species rather conspicuous 
in fruit, it might very easily be overlooked in the sterile condition. 
Climacium aniericanum Brid. - This is a widely distributed 
species, but it is usually sterile and has been seen by the writer 
but once in the fruiting state. This was on wooded rocky banks 
along Sweetland Creek, Muscatine County, May 8, 1903. It was 
fruiting abundantly. 
Rhodobryum roseum (\Veis.) Lirnpr. -This species is also 
quite widely distributed in the state, but fruiting specimens seem 
to be very rare. It was collected on a moist shaded bank in Musca-
tine County, March 24, 1928, with the fruits of the previous season 
still in place. 
6 Ibid., p. 65. 
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